Chapter IV
THE CHILD'S CONCEPT OF REALITY
SPACE, TIME, AND DIFFERENTIATION
E reality of the child is different from that in which the adult
1 lives. Reality implies a definite concept of space. The spatial
concept of the adult is conditioned by his long experience in perceiv-
ing and representing things; for instance, in a human figure he sees
and would draw the head above and the legs below. For the young
child the constancy of position is not yet developed. As experiments
have shown, he may perceive equally well objects in an inverse
position and draw them that way.
Reality means a definite concept of time. The adult has a defi-
nite feeling for present, past, and future. The child has not yet had
enough experience to establish a past and to visualize a future, and
his present is different from that of the adult since it is mingled with
his imagination.
Reality means a definite concept of relationships. The adult
conceives reality as a specific order and configuration of objects,
situations, and persons. The child has not yet established definite
relationships.
For the adult reality means a specialization of functions, actions,
and reactions. If he does certain things, he cannot do others, and
fae has to act in successive steps. The world of the young child is
not yet specialized, it is still an undifferentiated unity. If the infant
mats to get an object, he grasps with hands and feet, with the
unity of Ms entire body. Even the nursery school child still speaks
wftfa Ms entire body.
% the zuWt reality means the confrontation of the individual
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